Ruby Stuckey, Lay Worker in the Grantham Circuiut, writes of her experience:

I became a Lay Pastor 5 years ago for Harrowby Lane Methodist Church Grantham. This happened when a new Minister arrived who identified the need for help in order to release him to do the outreach work he saw in front of him. At that time I had been a member of the church for 25 years and was Senior Steward there as well as being in my last year as Circuit Steward. This was a help to me, giving me a broad base of knowledge and understanding of the the individual church and the circuit. My decision to take up the post also coincided with Nigel Collinson's article in the Methodist Recorder where he recommended that there should be a Local Pastor in every church. 

The voluntary post was agreed at at the Circuit Meeting and at Harrowby Lane's Church Council with a contract drawn up and signed by the District Lay Worker's Secretary. This enabled me access to not only the District but also the Connexion's Lay Worker's Department. I had a Circuit Induction Service and am able to attend the District Synod in my own right. 

It was decided to take the name of Lay Pastor because it was felt that everyone is a ' worker' in the church. My job description emphasises that I represent the church at Harrowby Lane, that I support and work alongside the Minister with special reference to Pastoral Care and that I share in the presentation of worship. I am a point of contact when the Minister is absent and a liaison between him and individuals and groups within the church. There has been a ripple effect in trying to meet the needs expressed by the church and the community so that the work has grown and developed. 

As time has gone by the church at Harrowby Lane and the Circuit have become more aware of the value of a Lay Pastor. The role has become regarded as a significant part of Ministry where a Presbyter is not expected to do everything. However the idea of Lay Pastor being recognised and regarded has needed to be continually fostered so that the Lay Pastor can feel affirmed and part of an equal sharing. This will not happen if the Minister is unable to work as a colleague or if the people are not made aware that the Lay Pastor is working alongside the Minister. 

There are now 3 Lay Pastors in the Grantham Circuit,each bringing different gifts to their churches. Our meeting on a regular basis and being part of the Leadership Team helps to build each other up. I feel very assured that my being a Lay Pastor is now readily accepted by the people at Harrowby Lane Church and is beginning to be understood by the rest of the Circuit. I consider too that the people understand that I will not supersede the Minister but help him to a better use of his time and gifts. I try to keep him aware of what is going on at the grass roots and to take away some of the loneliness in the sharing of responsibilities. 

For myself I have found the Lay Pastor's work rewarding, fulfilling, very challenging, exhaustingly so at times. I feel very strongly that the work has been part of God's plan for me and that He has led me into new avenues along which I never dreamt I would journey. I go to anyone who needs me. I share the sorrows, anxieties, hopes and joys-- The best of which is when someone says, "I am so glad to see you. You are an answer to prayer " 

Do you have a story to tell or an experience to share?

Please write to Rev John Hudson (Convenor: District Church Life Team) at:

2 Aspen Close, Bingham, Nottinghamshire NG13 8UD or john.316:@virgin.net
